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Inside: The finishing touches on GoF South 2026

This picture is so right for this month’s Octagon.  We see astronaut Gerald 
‘Jerry’ Carr in his MG TD befitting this 60th edition of GoF South.  Gerald 
was the commander of the Skylab IV and spent a record 84 days in space 
including 15 hours space walking.  I want to thank Robert Carr, no relation, 
for providing this picture.  Look for Robert and his MGC GT which he calls 
a ‘NASA tribute car’ on the show field.

The days until the start of GoF South LX are few. If you haven’t registered, 
get to it.  If you have, finish off your touch-ups and head to the port where 
you will find over a 150 like-minded MG friends having a great time.



April 2026 Classic MG Club of Orlando 2

As my term as President comes to a 
close, it’s hard to believe how quickly 
the time has flown by. March was a 
terrific month for our club and a great 
reminder of why CMGC is such a 
special group.
Our March monthly meeting at Grill’s 
was a resounding success. With more 
than 30 members in attendance, we 

Presidential Thoughts
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See you down the road at our upcoming club functions.
Mark Tidwell

easily surpassed the minimum needed to reserve the room—and even better, we 
enjoyed lively discussions in a comfortable, private setting. If you missed it, be sure 
to check the Octagon for the date of our next meeting at Grills and plan to join us.
The event selection meeting at Tibby’s was equally productive. All CMGC event slots 
for next year are officially filled—fantastic work by everyone involved. We also kicked
around an exciting idea for a major club adventure: a drive along the Blue Ridge
Parkway. If that sounds like something you’d enjoy, now’s the time to get involved. 
Join the planning committee and help us turn this idea into an unforgettable 
experience.
April is shaping up to be a busy and exciting month for MG enthusiasts. GOF 2026 
runs from April 14th through 16th and promises to be a spectacular event. A 
tremendous amount of effort has gone into making this happen, and I’d like to extend 
a heartfelt thank you to everyone involved—especially Tracey Waggoner, 
Chairperson, along with Keith Waggoner, Scott Buie, and Lonnie Cook.
Just before GOF, don’t miss the All British Car Show at Henry’s Depot on April 11th. 
This event is always well attended and a great opportunity to show off your 
MG—your car will already be GOF ready, so bring it out and enjoy the day. Following 
GOF, the 4th All European Car Show at the American Muscle Car Museum takes 
place on April 18th. Some of our members are even extending their stay on the 
Space Coast to attend this remarkable event. It’s not often you get to combine a car 
show with access to a world class auto museum.
I’m also pleased to announce that Jim Young has graciously accepted the position of
President of the Classic MG Club of Orlando. I’m confident he’ll lead the club to two
enjoyable and successful years, and with your support, CMGC will continue to thrive.
Finally, I want to sincerely thank the CMGC membership for all the support I received
during my term—and for the patience of my wife throughout this journey. The Classic
MG Club of Orlando is truly a worthwhile social organization. Invest whatever time 
you can; you’ll be rewarded with great events, meaningful conversations about MGs, 
and friendships that last a lifetime.
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 Your Club’s Leadership

President: Mark Tidwell 1mw tidwell@gmail.com
Vice President: Jim McSweeney jimspeedmaster@aol.com
Secretary: Tom Redditt tredditt@mac.com
Treasurer: Dodie Beach mg_enthusiast@aol.com
Club Registrar: John Avallone Johnavallone73@gmail.com
Editor Keith Waggoner editor.cmgc@gmail.com
Webmaster Scott Buie CMGC Moderator@gmail.com
Chairperson,
GoF South 2026 Tracey Waggoner GoFSouthEvents@gmail.com
Club Website classicmgclub.com
Club Facebook Click this link to Facebook

Your Club’s Affiliations

Their Website: NEMGTR.ORG  

Nat’l Meeting:  All MG 8/24-27
      Sandusky, OH

Local Contact: Glen Moore 

Their Website: NAMGAR.com 
Nat’l Meeting:  All MG 8/24-27

    Sandusky, OH
Local Contact:  Jill Moore

Their Website:  NAMGBR.org 

Nat’l Meeting:   All MG 8/24-27
    Sandusky, OH

Local Contact:  Keith Waggoner

mailto:1mwtidwell@gmail.com
mailto:JimSpeedmaster@aol.com
mailto:tredditt@mac.com
mailto:mg_enthusiast@aol.com
mailto:Johnavallone73@gmail.com
mailto:editor.cmgc@gmail.com
mailto:CMGCModerator@gmail.com
mailto:GOFSouthEvents@gmail.com
https://www.classicmgclub.com/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/classicmgclub
https://www.nemgtr.org/
https://namgar.com/
https://namgbr.org/
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March 17, 2026
Location: Grills Lakefront Seafood, 4301 N Orange Blossom Trail, Orlando 
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Mark Tidwell at 7:15 PM
Treasurer’s Report: Dodie reported the club is solvent and holds cash for GoF 
 

New Members: No new members were present
Old Business:

- Update on GoF:  Location: The Radisson Resort at the Port, 8701 Astronaut 
Blvd, Port Canaveral, Florida 32820. To date, there are 138 people and 75 cars 
registered for the GoF, including 11 first timers. There are 40 people signed up 
for the bourbon tasting and 100 signed up for the Tweed Drive to the Pig & 
Whistle British Pub Restaurant. Scott Buie has created some outstanding 
trophies.

- 2026 Events Planning: There will be a 2026 event planning meeting held 
Saturday, March 21 from 3:00 to 5:00 PM at Tibby’s New Orleans Kitchen, 2203 
Aloma Ave, Winter Park, FL 32792.

New Business:
- Meeting venue: It was agreed by all that a private room for our meetings is a 

must in order to transact club business. Grill’s location does not charge for their 
private meeting room if we have 25 or more attendees. If we have less than
25 attendees, they charge $25 per person that is below the 25 people required.
Mark Tidwell encouraged members to explore other possible locations that 
might be suitable but we will stay with Grill’s Restaurant and see how it goes for 
now.  So, the next general meeting will be on Thursday, May 21, 
2026.

Announcements:
All British Car Show: Jeff Corenblum, President of the British Car Club of Central
Florida attended our meeting to report their club is having their Annual All British
Car & Motorcycle Show on Saturday, April 11th , 2026 at Henry’s Depot, 212 W 1st St, 
Sanford, FL. Registration for this show closes April 6, 2026.
https://www.britishcarclubofcentralflorida.com/copy-of-about-1

Adjournment: Meeting ended 7:22PM

https://www.britishcarclubofcentralflorida.com/copy-of-about-1
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 Calendar of Upcoming Club Events

April
*** No Club Meeting this Month, see you at GoF South 2026 ***

04/14-17  60th GoF South, Radisson Resort at the Port,  Cape Canaveral
Hosted by The Classic MG Club of Orlando

*** See more information on this event in the following pages***

May
05/21 Club Meeting Grills Lakeside, 4301 N. Orange Blossom Trl, Orlando
6:30PM Drinks, ordering food or tire kicking. 
7:00PM Monthly Club Meeting Begins

05/30 Drive to Sanford and Sanford Museum Tour, 520 E. 1st St, Sanford, FL
9:15AM Drive begins in Longwood, FL 
TBD Museum Tour then lunch at local restaurant; Host-Tom Redditt

*** See more information on this event in the following pages***

5
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May’s Upcoming Outing

WHAT: Scenic drive, Sanford Museum Tour 
then lunch at Hollerbach’s German Restaurant.

WHEN: Saturday, May 30, 2026 (This event moved to the 4th Saturday for
this month only to avoid conflict with Memorial Day weekend)

We will begin by meeting at Starbuck’s Restaurant, 1951 W State Rd 434, 
Longwood, FL. We will leave there at 9:15 AM and go for a scenic drive in our 
MGs to Sanford taking the “long” route along the beautiful “old Florida” road 
around the north shore of Lake Monroe through Enterprise, Fl and back down 
South on Hwy 417 returning to downtown Sanford to the Sanford Museum and 
Library for a guided tour on the history of Sanford

After the tour, we will walk west two blocks down to Hollerbach’s German 
Restaurant for a delicious lunch of German fare followed by exploring the 
antique and eclectic shops of downtown Sanford.

Museum admission is free!

Important that you RSVP for this event if you are going!
Tom Redditt at tredditt@mac.com 

Details may be subject to change, if necessary.



April 2026 Classic MG Club of Orlando 7

 April’s Upcoming Event (All things GoF!)

A note from the GoF South LX Chairperson…
It feels like we are now minutes away from our GoF and I could not be more excited 
for the event, and I admit, perhaps also a little grayer. 
Many of the concepts and ideas the members suggested have been realized and 
many others have even exceeded what we hoped to provide. The awards are truly 
gorgeous and the social events look like a blast! It has certainly been a heartfelt 
effort by many and it is our great hope that everyone has a wonderful time.
That said, I wanted to highlight a couple of things that will help make sure your GoF 
is everything you hope it will be.
1. Registering for a room at the Radisson does NOT register you for the event. 

We have seen a little confusion over this. There is still time so please be sure 
to register for the event itself here. You may register for the event onsite April 
13-16 and VENMO will be available. Please note limitations below however.

2. No Cars may be entered for show award consideration after THURSDAY 
APRIL 9. Display only cars may be possible if car field room permits.

3. Dining Experience. The GoF registration process includes identifying (and 
paying for) the Meet & Greet Dinner that follows the First Showing Car show 
on Wednesday 4/15 and/or the Awards Dinner on Thursday 4/16. These 
dinners are optional but encouraged. Please be aware that after 5pm APRIL 9 
we cannot guarantee a meal during these catered dinners, however the 
Radisson will do everything they can to accommodate but may have to offer a 
different menu option.

4. Besides some great apparel, raffles, silent auctions, and 50/50, our hospitality 
suite is pleased to be able to provide coffee/tea in the morning and iced tea, 
chips and cookies in the afternoon. Water stations will be also be available 
around our field.The Radisson also has a restaurant for your convenience. 
Please note that the hotel has a strict ‘no outside food’ policy which applies to 
their common areas. Your room will have a refrigerator, keurig style coffee 
maker and a microwave (if you have a suite or you request it at check in). 
You will also have a gift from the GoF in your registration bag that will help. But 
I would urge everyone to bring things for their room IF it is important to you to 
have specific food or beverages available to you. Thank you in advance for 
being respectful of the Radisson’s requirement.

5. I recommend requesting a room in the 700 block if it is important to you to be 
as close as possible to the show field and event center. This is a 2 story 
building with open walkways and an elevator.

6. A reminder that each room includes a free parking spot. Show cars on the field 
will not have a parking fee either. Trailers will have a fee of $28 (including tax) 
per day. This assumes 2 spaces being needed. I encourage everyone, if at all 
possible and applicable, to disconnect their tow vehicle from their trailer after 
unloading in order to minimize any additional parking expense. This will also 
help us fit more trailers close to the show field. Your tow vehicle can then 
utilize your free room parking slot. See you soon!

 Tracey Waggoner

http://tinyurl.com/gofsouth2026
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 GoF: See Amelia Class Winners

These next few pages are reprints from the Sacred Octagon, the 
Bi-Monthly Journal of the New England MG T Register Ltd.

A forward by the Octagon Editor, Keith Waggoner…

In my roles as registrar of this 60th anniversary of the GoF South and editor of the 
Classic MG Club newsletter, The Octagon, I have found them very challenging, but 
also found an unexpected reward.  I have recieved so much pleasure in piecing 
together stories of people and cars that have taken a back seat through the years. 
When I discover their existence, the first thing is to uncover any links that could tie 
them with others and provide a fresh respective for today’s reader or GoF attendee, 
as well as bring back ‘the days of old’ for our seasoned club members and Octagon 
readers.

One of these stories has been in the making for many years, but only these last few 
years did it come to form.  It is a rarity that the MG is considered to be top of its class 
when it is paired against the likes of Triumphs, Jaguars, and Porches, but recently 
we’ve had just that happen.  In 2024, the 1949 MG TC Roadster, owned by CMGC 
members Glen and Jill Moore, was Best in Class in the "Race Cars Post-War, 
1946-1955" class at the 2024 Amelia Island Concours d'Elegance. The following 
year, club members Ben Gilbert, Sr and Jr were awarded Best in Class in the 
“Sports and GT Cars Pre-1955” class for their ‘dumpster find’ 1949 MG TC. 

During the registration period of this year’s GoF, I had the privilege of 
communicating with the owners of both of these cars.  They weren’t originally going 
to bring these award winners, but bring other car offerings.  After tying the stories 
together, they both decided to overcome the logistics of bringing multiple cars and 
provide our show field with the privilege of viewing multiple Concours winners.

In last month’s edition of the Octagon, the story of Ben Gilbert Sr’s role as Chairman 
of GoF III at Cape Canaveral in 1969 was covered. Now, 57 years later, he returns to 
the Cape with his concours winner.  

Another back-story is Glen and Jill Moore’s MG TC having a lengthy race history.  
Upon finding other stories of cars with race history being registered, Glen organized 
a special Race Car Corral, featuring an MG alphabet of race cars: J2, TC, TF, MGA, 
MGB and MG1100.   

As you read the following TSO reprints it is my hope you get the same sense of MG 
pride I felt in reading them and knowing you’re part of a club with such history and 
will attend the upcoming GoF to see these cars in person. 

I hope you are able to use the technological tool of zoom to get you past a few 
not-so-clear sections of the reprints.
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  2026 GoF-South  

  .......      tinyurl.com/gofsouth2026       .....  

http://tinyurl.com/gofsouth2026
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Other      Events of Interest 

 Web Site will be up mid December
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This month’s End Shot… 

http://www.tinyurl.com/GoF-FoodBank

19

X……..X

See you next month!
  Keith  

Click here for more info

This card is from Reinout, in Dutch, says
“Congratulations with your Birthday” on 
a license plate holder of a MGTD. The 
card was published by Marant Cards, a 
Dutch company, and printed in the 
Benelux, an economic treaty between 
Belgium, Nederland (Netherlands), and 
Luxembourg going back to the immediate 
post WWII years. The card specifically 
mentions that it was printed in an 
“environmentally friendly manner”.

http://www.tinyurl.com/GOF-FoodBank
https://namgbr.org/membership/join-us/
http://www.namgar.com

