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President’s Thoughts
The trend seems to be heading in the
right direction for our Classic MG
Club. The heat has been holding off,
especially in the mornings. Turnout
with both the monthly meetings and
the events has been up. Our meeting
last month at Carrabba's was well
attended with 24 members, four of
them new to the club. And the driving
event to Boondocks and Clermont
drew over forty members. Part of the
event increase can be attributed to the
great job Ellen and Mark Tidwell did
putting the event together. Another
factor is we have received over thirty
new members in the last 6 months.
For this, we have Lonnie Cook to thank. His new member package
is terrific, and the many different ways of reaching out to MG
owners are working like a charm. Good job Lonnie!
With less than 10 months until our April 2022 GOF, planning is also
ramping up. Our enthusiastic Chairman Scott Buie has been
working with our contacts at the Mission Inn. And Scott will soon
be approaching members to staff committees. Please remember
without the membership doing the work, the GOF will not happen.
Carol and I were able to spend an enjoyable couple of hours with
Pete and Shari Rogers on Friday. He is up to date on the doings of
the club thanks to the many visitors who have been stopping in. It is
clear that Pete loves talking MGs, and he is a fountain of knowledge
on the subject. The only caveat to visiting would be that you call
Shari and run it by her first.
Safety Fast,
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The Classic MG Club of Orlando

June 17, 2021, Carrabba’s Italian Grill, Winter Springs

June Meeting Notes

Submitted by Jim McSweeney and Carol McCormick

The meeting was called to order at 7:01 PM at Carrabba’s Italian Grill in Winter Springs
Attending: Mike and Robin Messina, John Avallone, Dodie Beach, Jim McSweeney, Patrick and
Carol Raley, Bob and Pat Moore, Lonnie Cook, Tom Redditt, Carol and Mike McCormick, Scott
Buie, George Bock, Allen and Sharon Wyman, John Camichos, Jerry Hawkins, Ellen and Mark
Tidwell, Joe Kabourek, Richard and Nancy Payne
Dodie Beach reported that we are financially sound, with no changes made to our bank account.
New members Jerry Hawkins, George Bock and Joe Kabourek introduced themselves and cars.

Old Business
Several suggestions were made to work on a meeting venue further west of Orlando. Positano’s in
Apopka was mentioned. Scott Buie mentioned that Dubsdread was a possibility, but they would
require us to pay with one check.
The May 22nd drive to Titusville to visit the Warbirds Museum and lunch at Dixie Crosswords was
declared an interesting and worthwhile experience. Lonnie Cook was congratulated for his excellent
article about the Warbird Museum that was recently published in the June Octagon.
New Business
Our April 2022 GOF Chairman Scott Buie spoke about the planning of the GOF and remarked that
Glen Moore has devised some wonderful drives in the countryside around Mission Inn. Instead of
having just one photographer, Scott invited anyone who is interested in photography to take pictures
at the GOF and give them to Scott, who will combine them into a slide show for the banquet. He
encouraged the membership to find sponsorships for the show and volunteer for their chosen
committee(s).
Ellen Tidwell volunteered to help with the Social Media committee.
Scott and Lonnie urged members to sign up quickly if they want to stay at the Mission Inn, as spots
are filling rapidly.
Ellen and Mark Tidwell reviewed the plans for our Saturday trip to JB Boondocks, with the optional
visit to Clermont Brewing Company or a tour of downtown Clermont. They now have over 30
members signed up for the lunch at Boondocks.
The meeting adjourned at 8:00 PM
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New Members
Joe and Anne Kabourek, Longwood. My ’79
MGB holds a special place in my heart. I purchased her new in my junior year of college in
Nebraska for about $5400, or $156 a month. At
the time it was between her and a used ’76 TR6,
but the idea of a new car with no baggage seemed
the logical choice. The MG followed me to grad
school in Indiana and the beginning of my professional life in Michigan. It was an important part of
Brand New MGB, 1979
my young adulthood, including college, marriage,
first child, and first dog. Not so long after, a client
(a large GM supplier) told me never to bring that
foreign car around again. I needed to drive American, and she was retired to the garage in 1984.
She resurfaced again a few times over the next decade with new tires and modest mechanical work,
but back to the garage she went. In 1996, we moved to Longwood. Some mechanical work was
done and she motored into the garage in Longwood and has since been sitting for the last 25 years.
During that period, I considered restoring her, but logic seemed to dictate I could purchase something in good shape for less. I
purchased a ’71 TR6 in ’01 and just
recently sold it. As we now are
entering a different phase in our
lives, it’s time to declutter and give
proper attention to getting her roadworthy. I sent her on a flatbed to
Ceres Motorsports in Oviedo to get
mechanically fit. Once roadworthy, I
will turn my attention to minor bodywork, paint, and an interior refresh.
Joining CMGC for camaraderie,
Loading for the trip to Ceres Motorsports, 2021
encouragement, know-how, and
scheduled drives is needed to keep
her roadworthy.
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MG Calendar of Events
Note - Exposure to COVID-19 is an inherent risk wherever people meet. Please weigh carefully your
personal risk before deciding to participate in our functions. CMGC expects all to adhere to CDC
guidelines and take appropriate precautions. You alone are responsible for your health.
Stay healthy, for everyone's sake!

July
7/15

CMGC Club Meeting Carrabbas Italian Grill, 5820 Redbug Lake Rd, Winter Springs 32708

6:30 Tire Kicking, Meeting at 7:00 pm
7/17

Hollerbach’s Willow Tree German Restaurant, 205 E.1st St., Sanford, Ellen and Mark Tidwell
Dinner at 6:00 pm, Pub Visits at 4:00 pm

August
8/21

Black Hammock Restaurant, Oviedo, Jim McSweeney

September
9/18

Fiddler’s Green Lunch & Darts, Winter Park, Kathy and Al Cook

October
10/22-23

St. Augustine Overnighter, Pat and Bob Moore

10/28-31

Classic 24 Hours of Daytona, Daytona International Speedway

November
11/21

Flankey Picnic/Chili Cook Off, Apopka

11/19-21 MG Jamboree 22, Safety Harbor, Florida Suncoast MG Car Club
http://www.fsmgcc.com Ted Badger, marited@verizon.net, 727-295-9669

December
TBD

Christmas Party

12/16

Paul Plasschaert Memorial Tour of Lights, Winter Park, Ann and Jeff Plasschaert

January 2022
1/22

Eaton’s Beach, Weirsdale, Tom Redditt

February
2/5

Winter Tour Picnic, Tavares, Lake Idamere, John and Sharon Spadaro
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2/18-20

SVRA Vintage Races, Sebring International Raceway, Oscar Petree
Residence Inn Sebring, make reservations through Expedia for cancellable reservations
To RSVP or obtain more information, contact Oscar at onpetree@gmail.com

March

3/3-6

Amelia Island Concours d’Elegance, Cars & Coffee 3/5, Show 3/6

3/12

St. Pat’s Party and Planning Meeting, Lithia, Kathy and Al Cook
April

4/22-24

GOF South 2022, Mission Inn, Howey-in-the-Hills, Scott Buie

Hollerbach’s Willow Tree Café German Restaurant
Historic Downtown Sanford, Florida
Saturday, July 17th

Our monthly event will be in busy downtown Sanford, the same day as the
monthly Food Truck Event. Because of the Food Trucks, there will be Road
Closures (2nd Street between Magnolia and Sanford Ave and Palmetto Street
between 1st and 3rd Streets) from 1:00 PM-10:00 PM.
Sanford Brewery visits: Drive yourself directly to Sanford to meet at 4:00 PM at Deviant Wolfe
Brewing, 121 W 1st St., Sanford. The Tidwell’s plan to drive directly to the Brewery. When you RSVP,
let Ellen know if you are going to the Brewery.

Group Drive to Dinner: For those who only want to attend dinner, we have a planned drive
(41 mins) to Sanford from Altamonte Springs. We need a volunteer to lead the driving tour from
the AMC theater.
Meet at 4:30 PM at the AMC Theater, parking lot - 433 E Altamonte Dr, Altamonte Springs, FL
32701 behind Altamonte Mall. Then leave at 4:45 PM to drive to Sanford. Map sent in separate
attachment with the newsletter.
Driving Directly to Dinner: Due to the road closures and the Food Truck event, plan to arrive in
Sanford at 5:30 PM to park. We suggest you approach Sanford from the North and look for the closest
parking lot to Commercial Street. We have reservations at 6:00 PM at the Hollerbach’s Willow Tree;
201-205 E 1st St; Sanford. We have requested tables away from the band.
Check out the menu at https://www.hollerbachs.com/entrees
Please Note: The Tidwell’s need your RSVP, by Monday, July 12th, for the dinner at Hollerbach’s
Willow Tree and if you are going to the Brewery.

Please contact Ellen via email: emtidwell@hotmail.com; Call or Text: 352-874-5241.
Hope you will join us in Historic Downtown Sanford!!
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Perfect Day for Driving an MG
Lonnie Cook

1949 TC, 1954 TF, 1950 TD, and 1947 Y-type

Glen Moore Photo

Our drive to J.B. Boondocks in Howey-in-the-Hills was the largest gathering of members in a couple
of years. MGs ruled the road!
Thanks to Mark and Ellen Tidwell for planning the drive and leading a convoy of ten cars to Boondocks on classic old Florida back roads under a cool cloudy sky. The number swelled to over forty
members as more cars arrived from Pinellas, Volusia, Orange, Polk, and Lake Counties.
After the parking lot impromptu car show, lunch filled with MG-talk by old and new members, we
continued the drive to Clermont and the Clermont Brewing company. Yes, it was a perfect day.

New members Joe and
Anne Kabourek, new
members Shelley and
Jerry Cesar, and our
club host for the event,
Ellen Tidwell, enjoy the
food and fellowship at JB
Boondocks.

Glen Moore Photo
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More photos
from
JB Boondocks
by Lonnie Cook

Mike and Robin Messina,
Richard and Nancy Payne,
Linda and Doug Rothwell

Glen and Jill Moore
sign the card for Pete
Rogers.
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Auchumpkee Creek Bridge

WAY DOWN YONDER ON THE CHATTAHOOCHEE…
George Pardee
It gets hotter than a hoochie-coochie. So hot, in fact, that the liquid in the tube of the TC water temp
gauge escaped back into ether gas. This, and an impromptu oil change in the parking lot of a very
hospitable O’Reilly’s Auto Parts was the extent of the mechanical travails suffered by Mark & Ellen
Tidwell and George & Elyn Pardee on their 1,100 mile, 4-day tour to Callaway Gardens, West Point,
and LaGrange, GA (with a fruitless foray across the Chattahoochee into Alabama seeking breakfast). Breakfast became an early lunch at the superb Gus’s Grille in LaGrange.
Avoiding Interstates and seeking country roads, the Tidwell TC and the Pardee’s Y-type performed
smoothly, gobbling up the miles at a pace that maintained a welcome cooling breeze upon the travelers. First official stop was lunch at the pleasant and whimsical Grumpy’s Diner in the center of
Madison, FL. North Florida and West Georgia
are a different world, one much more hospitable to MG’s and their conductors than our
region of West Florida. Because of this, the
Pardees had long planned to return to Callaway Gardens and also visit the Callaway
Estate, Hills and Dales in LaGrange; the
Tidwells joined enthusiastically as Mark had
attended High School in nearby West Point
with a good friend from that time who is now
practicing in La Grange.
We stayed 2 nights in a cottage at the Callaway
Gardens Resort, with delicious food and drink a
short walk away. Hills and Dales did not disappoint: a beautifully constructed early 20thcentury mansion surrounded by exquisite
Calloway Cottage
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gardens begun in 1832 and since preserved and enlarged. Day 3 began with an MG tour of Callaway Gardens stopping for a long visit to the Butterfly House and a walk to the lovely and tranquil
Memorial Chapel set between a waterfall and a lake. We then set out over Pine Mountain to a late
lunch in downtown Thomaston. After visiting the Auchumpkee Creek covered bridge, we followed a
rural route to Greenville, FL. In Greenville, Ray Charles spent his childhood and learned to play the
piano. Greenville also can claim Grace Manor, an outstanding Bed & Breakfast where we spent the
night and enjoyed a fine breakfast.
Winding toward home, we viewed some property for sale in Hamilton County and visited the Tidwell
Family plot in the Live Oak Cemetery. After barbecue at Live Oak’s Big Wood BBQ, the MGs
diverged. The Pardees made one more stop, a long refreshing dip at Ichetucknee Springs, which left
us cool and refreshed all the way to Clearwater.

Way down yonder on the Chattahoochee
It gets hotter than a hoochie coochie
We laid rubber on the Georgia asphalt
We got a little crazy but we never got caught…
- Alan Jackson
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How I found my MGTF
Brian “BC” Cunnison
The Past
I have always worked and restored
cars (mostly foreign) since the age of
17. My neighbor raced Porsches at
Laguna Seca and he was a mentor in
mechanics and bodywork while racing
his 57 Porsche Speedster. By going
to Laguna Seca to watch and pit for
my neighbor, I was able to see some
of the cars that I took interest in.
As the years passed, I became accustomed to buying and restoring Porsche
356's, 911 Carrera RS, 9 series,
Triumph TR3, TR4s, Frog-eyed Sprites, Morgan Plus 4 Drophead Coupe, Austin Mini, Lotus Elans,
Lotus Europa, Lotus Sevens, and an Alfa Romeo Giulietta Sprint, to mention a few. And yes, some
Hotrods! 1927 lowboy, 1929 Magoo highboy, 1936 Ford Cabriolet rod, 1965 Ranchero street rod.
In 1977, I sold my 1955, 356 Speedster, packed up
my bags, and decided to go to University in England
and study Psychology (a tad off from cars). As the
four-year term passed in England, I was able to
travel extensively through the UK in my 1964 Morris
Mini Countryman Woody that cost a mere 300.00
quid ($430.00). Then flying to the mainland, to take
in the sites as well as visiting numerous auto
factories, some of which were amazing and some
which were a bit too clean for me even back then
(Ferrari and Porsche). The Morris Factory, one of
my favorites, was the original MG (Morris Garage)
building where it all started. Here is a neat little
video: Abingdon, the Birthplace, of the MG - MG
Car Channel –

The MG headquarters is a beautiful all brick
building with the architecture of Jolly Old
England pre-WWI. Most of England was at that
time, and still is, a definite step back in history.
The cars were built pretty much by hand in an
assembly line, so production remained low. As
did other small car factories, the car bodies came
from a different company and were stacked up
on shelves. The rolling frame went along as
electrical and mechanical parts were installed
and, finally, the hand-lifted bodies were fit to the
chassis.
July2021
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Now the Present
In February 2020 we moved here from California,
where I was born and raised. We packed it all up in a
mover, including a car hauler with my Toyota Tacoma
and my last project, a completely restored and updated
2001 Porsche 986RS that took me about 5 years to
finish. It turned out to be a fun and fast car and we
actually got to drive it on the California Speedway race
track. Got it up to about 147 mph and still had two
more gears to go when we were told to bring it down.
I never had a car corner as this did, not even a Lotus
Seven! As these cars have had a bad rap for the first 6
or so years of production, because of the IMS and main
bearing problems, I thought it would be a fun project to
update this Porsche to an RS, RSR version with
thoughts of central and northern Florida back road
drives in mind.
But, as we found out, Florida has most road speed
limits at 45 to 55 and some 60 mph. A full-lug on the
go-fast car. I felt sorry for the poor engine, so I decided
to sell it and find a car more suitable for these speed
limits. I had always liked the lines of the TF and at
6' 2", I actually fit into it with the seat in the full-back
position.

Transporter Arrives at Walmart

Now at 65 years, I have decided that the TF was more
classic, would be easier to work on, and parts more available than other cars I was considering. Thus, the decision
was made and the search began. I had looked at many
TD's and TF's for sale around the area and afar, but most I
found were not original and had a mixed combination of
cars and non-matching numbers and conversions.
I finally found my TF in Queens, NY. The car originally
came from South Carolina. The owner had purchased it in
1999 and had gone through a frame-up restoration at that
time. Not using it and moving himself to a new location, he
decided to sell it to a wholesaler. Seeing it advertised, I
called. All numbers matched and all the mechanics were
rebuilt. It had all original weather gear and a car cover to
boot! The car's speedo read 47,000 original on the title in
1999, and when I purchased it, it read 59,528. So hardly
driven in 22 years, just stored after a complete rebuild. I
bought it, had it shipped to Florida and that was that.

First Look at New TF
July2021

The car hauler delivered my new TF to a Walmart parking
lot, at midnight. It barely made the drive home, definitely
showing its storage years decline. Believe it or not, the
previous owner now lives in Florida.
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Due to the idle storage in his garage for 22 years, I had to
do some mechanics - new brake cylinders, changed the
drenched shoes and rebuilt the master, rebuilt the SU's,
changed all the fluids and flushed the motor and radiator,
replaced the draining valves on the block and radiator, changed the steering damper, rebuilt the turn signal
mechanism, rerouted the valve cover vent (drenching the
air filter with oil and leaving a puddle) from the air filter to
a custom brass elbow and aluminum drilled vent plug for
air release, and changed the plugs, wires, cap and rotor.
Rebuilt the windscreen wiper motor. Adjusted the clutch
and re-ran the choke cable. Lubed the tach cable on the
Geni (no more tach bounce) and a complete lube job. Re
-wired the non-working dash warning lights. Installed a
rear fog lamp for more night-time visibility. Added an aluminum in-tank gas dip-stick. Changed the disintegrating
original steering wheel with a bit smaller-size vintage
Simon Green Moto-Lita from my Morgan Plus 4. Installed
a heater. I'm sure I did a few more things too.
Next up will be the body as I'm not happy with the work on the two front wings and the bonnet
panels. The rest of the body is in great shape.
But, I think I'll drive a bit first as it seems to be running just perfect. All the hard work in the past
months was worthwhile, and the drive to it's first Coffee and Cars for Memorial Day weekend was a
complete success and a blast. In talking with some of the participants, I was invited to drive with
them up to Ocala, to the Harley Davidson Car and BBQ show next month. Being in two muscle
cars, they promised they would stay with me at 60mph the whole way there!!. Amazing people!

Crystal River Cars & Coffee
July2021
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A Postcard from Karel
and
A Greeting Card
from Reinout
Reinout Vogt

This postcard is from the St. John’s Church in
Halesowen, UK, which is a small city just a few
miles west of Birmingham. Per Wikipedia, it is
one of the largest cities in the UK without a
railway station, which closed in 1958. Maybe
the citizens of Halesowen all had nice and classy
cars like this MG Magnette ZA, with license
plate 774KRF, and preferred driving over the
train?

The painting on this card is
by Chris Bazely and is
entitled “Lay By”. The card
further reads; Reggie had
always taken an interest in
botany. But this summer
he’d just bought a new M.G..
The sun was shining, so he
decided to study Primroses.
(Note the periods in M.G.
necessitating a second
period after the G to end the
sentence. ) The card was
published by Malcolm
Bradburn Greeting Cards in
the UK.
July2021
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MG Marketplace
T-Series Parts for Sale or Trade - 1. Valve cover and original
oil cap for I believe a TD as it has a breather pipe on the driver’s
side, probably for the top mounted air cleaner. Valve gap badge
states .019, but will fit a TF. 2. Steering wheel Boss for a TC
and Moto-Lita wheel. 3. Wiper motor for a later MG but same
internal works. 4. Various badges. Contact Brian Cunnison,
hot1929rod@yahoo.com

Wanted to Buy - Cylinder head for XPAG or XPEG motor. Please call Dean Sprague 407-765-2780
Wanted to Buy - Looking for a nice MGB. Had a ‘67 in High School, David Snyder, 561/706-7696
1977 MGB This car has been garage kept for
the past 20 years. It has been recently evaluated
by Ceres Motorsports. They found the car to
have solid bones with no rust, but needing multiple mechanical repairs. Their list of needed
repairs is available. $4200 Contact Gus
Rabito, 407-883-6945 or grabito4@gmail.com

Bead Blast Cabinet - Full-size bead
blast cabinet on stand with vacuum
attachment. Great condition. Makes
those old parts shiny and looking like
new. $1000. Contact Pete Rogers,
pfrslot@gmail.com 352/403-1948

Adverts are free. Send information to editor.cmgc@gmail.com.
Contact the editor each month to keep your ad current.
July2021
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Second Harvest Food Bank is the official charity of
the Classic MG Club. Many people in Central
Florida go to bed hungry every night. In the U.S.,
50 million people are food insecure - one in four
children. As a club, and as individuals, we can make
a major difference in our neighbors’ lives.
Second Harvest is an efficiently-run charity with 97%
of contributions going directly to help local people in need. Every $25 donation can provide 100
meals for struggling families and kids.
Donate Online: www.tinyurl.com/GOF-FoodBank
By Mail: Checks payable to Second Harvest Food Bank of Ctrl FL, 411 Mercy Dr., Orlando, FL 32808

The MG Community is special throughout the world. Thank you for any support that you can give to
the Food Bank and to your MG friends who may need help and a kind word.

The Classic MG Club
of Orlando
is an affiliate chapter
and active supporter of:

Club member Tom Lovett driving
home a few minutes after he bought
his 1955 TF-1500 at the Kissimmee
auction, January 23, 2014.
Tom lusted for a TF as a young man
after he saw a friend's green TF-1500
with wire wheels and whitewall
tires. When he saw this beautiful
green TF-1500 with wire wheels and
whitewalls that was consigned to the
Mecum Auction, he knew that he
had to have it. Took 30 seconds to
sell from the time that it drove onto
Lonnie Cook Photo the carpet until the hammer dropped.

Congratulations, Tom!
\
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